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were beginning to attach me to the place, or perhaps through a
vague instinct I had sensed something abnormal, I resisted a
long time until the day when, persuaded by Vincent's sincere
measures of friendship, I went there.
"I arrived in Aries very early in the morning and I awaited
daylight in an all-night cafe. The patron looked at me and
said: 'You're the chum; I recognise you/ A portrait of myself
that I had sent to Vincent was sufficient to explain the exclama-
tion of this man. Showing him the portrait, Vincent had
explained to him that it was a friend who was shortly coming.
"Neither too late, nor too early, I went to wake Vincent.
The day was given over to getting myself installed, to a great
deal of gossiping, to a walk for the purpose of admiring the
beauties of Aries and the Arl&iennes, for whom, as a matter
of fact, I was never able to become very enthusiastic.
"The next day we were at work; he continuing and I begin-
ning. In the studio were a pair of large hobnailed boots, worn out
and spattered with mud; he made a remarkable nature morte of
them. I do not know why I felt that there was a story attached
to these old relics, and one day I ventured to ask him if he had
a reason for keeping with respect what one ordinarily throws
in the scrap-basket.
"'My father/ he said, 'was a clergyman and I studied
theology in order to follow the vocation that he had chosen for
me. As a young clergyman, I left one morning, without warning
my family, for Belgium to preach the Gospel in the factories,
not as I had been taught it, but as I understood it* Those
boots, as you see them, bravely stood the fatigues of that
journey! My words recommended wisdom, obedience to the
laws of reason, of conscience, as well as to the dudes of a free
man* It was considered a revolt against the Church. There was
a scandal. My father called a family council in order to have
me shut up as a lunatic; thanks to my elder brother, this
excellent Theodore, I was left alone, but I had of course to
leave the Protestant Church.
" 'There happened at this time a terrible fire-danip disaster